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This year marks the 25th anniversary of the formation
of AEEP. We have come a long way from that hotel
room in Kansas City in 1968 when 7 professors each
put up $100 to help found this organization. Over the
past 25 years, significant changes have occurred in
every phase of environmental engineering educa-
tion and practice. As members of AEEP we have
much to be proud of. First and foremost, the mem-
bership of this organization, more than any other,
has been responsible for training most of today’s
leaders in the environmental field. The results of fun-
damental and applied research carmied out by the
membership have contributed significantly to our
understanding of the operations and processes
used for the control of pollution and for the en-
hancement of the environment. Through the unself-
ish efforts of the membership, teaching manuals,
computer software, and curriculum surveys have
been prepared, and short courses and specialty
conferences have been conducted to improve
communications and to transfer information
amongst the membership and the profession.

Although much has been accomplished, much re-
mains to be done. Some important issues the
membership of AEEP must deal with in the coming
years are:

1. We need to develop programs and activities
that will encourage students to seek a career in
civil and environmental engineering.

2. We need to encourage congress to reinstitute
grant programs for training of graduate stu-
dents in environmental engineering and sci-
ence.

3. We need to place more emphasis on interdis-
ciplinary research, especially if we are to con-
tinue to have a major role in the solution of the
nation’s environmental problems.

4. We need to place more emphasis in our
teaching and research on the prevention of
pollution as opposed to end-of-the-pipe sol-
utions.

5. We need a greater representation of disciplines
amongst the membership of AEEP.

6. We need to develop closer relationships with
the employers of our students. These employers
should be asked to provide some continuing
level of support for the fraining of environmentai
engineers and scientists.

7. We need to develop a continuing dialogue with
the employers of our students concerning our
responsibilities and their responsibilities for the
training of our students, the nation’s future pro-
fessionals. Such a dialogue is especially critical
now as the data and information base is ex-
panding exponentiaily.

8. We need to find more effective ways to com-
municate the results of current research fo the
practitioner, to the public, to decision makers,
and to each other.

AEEP can, and should, have a significant role in
dedling with these issues. Your thoughts on how
AEEP can provide leadership in addressing these is-
sues are welcomed.

In summary, the next 25 years promise to be even
more eventful and exciting as we begin to deal with
a broader and a more complex set of environmental
issues and problems. | look forward to hearing from
you on the issues raised and other issues you feel
AEEP should address.

With best regards for the holiday season.

George Tchobanogilous
President



AEEP NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

1988 AEEP Activities

1988 was a year full of many worthwhile AEEP activ-
ities. Workshops were sponsored in association with
the Purdue Industrial Waste Conference, the AWWA
Annual Conference, and the WPCF Conference. In
addition, the AEEP/NSF Fundamental Research
Needs Conference was held in Washington, D.C. in
November with approximately 150 registrants from
around the country. The sixth edition of the AEEP
Register of Environmental Engineering Graduate
Programs has been compiled and will be available
in January 1989. Finally, revisions have been made
to the AEEP Unit Operations and Processes
Manual this should also be available early next
year.

AEEP Research Conference

The AEEP Conference on Fundamental Research Di-
rections in Environmental Engineering was held No-
vember 13-15, 1988, in Washington, D.C. The
conference was supported by the National Science
Foundation with supptemental funding from the En-
vironmental Protection Agency. Approximately 150
members attended the conference. Twenty-eight
assistant professors received grants to cover some
of their travel expenses. The theme of the confer-
ence was fundamental approaches for controlling
and managing environmental problems in air, land
and aquatic environments, including multidiscipli-
nary and multimedia perspectives. The formal pro-
gram was organized with concise prepared papers
and discussions in order to ailow ample time for re-
marks from the floor.

Since about the time of the last AEEP research con-
ference in 1982, there has been considerable legis-
lation passed which has had a broad impact on our
field. Common to all of this legisiation was a set of
issues which related to some of the topics discussed
at the conference including: (1) the special prob-
lems of toxic and hazardous constituents, (2) the
need for belter understanding of the fate, transport,
exposure, and risk associated with environmental
contaminants, and (3) the complex interplay of
societal and technical issues, often clouded with
uncertainty.

Dr. John A. White, Jr., Assistant Director for Engineering
at NSF, spoke at the luncheon; he gave an engaging
presentation on the need for engineers to step out
of their traditional disciplinary roles and work toward
national goals important to the whole profession.
Dr. John A. Moore, Acting Deputy Administrator of the
EPA, spoke at the evening banquet; the topic of his
presentation was the recently-completed EPA Sci-
ence Advisory Board report on the need for funda-
mental research within the EPA, and on research
strategies for the 1990’s. James J. Morgan, Professor
of Environmental Engineering Science, California In-

stitute of Technology, gave a stimulating and
thoughtful conference summary. He described how
this conference differed from the two previous AEEP
research conferences by encompassing much
broader dimensions in terms of time-scales and
spatial-scales. He encouraged environmental re-
searchers to develop very strong technical expertise
in a specific areq, yet at the same time seek oppor-
tunities for interdisciplinary collaborations. Professor
Morgan emphasized that the conference demon-
strated the need for researchers to consider the
broader implications of their work with regard to both
research priorities and public policy agendas.

There was unanimous agreement that the confer-
ence was purposeful and stimulating, and that the
AEEP needs to develop additional forums at which
the membership can meet and become engaged
in infense discussions about research and educao-
tion. A proceedings of the conference is in prepa-
ration.

AEEP Annual Dues

Once again, we bring you the wonderful greeting of
the holiday season — if's time to pay your dues
again! As you can see by the addresses listed on
the back of this Newsletter, a new group of officers
has been elected for the coming year. Bill Knocke
was elected to replace Des Lawler as Secretary of
the Board of Directors.

Your dues payment should therefore be sent to Dr.
Knocke, Dept of Civil Engineering, VPI&SU,
Blacksburg, VA 24061, by February 1. The schedule
of dues is as follows:

Professor US $50
Associate Professor Us $25
Assistant Professor Us $25

AEEP Register of Graduate
Programs

The sixth edition of the AEEP Register of Environ-
mental Engineering Graduate Programs is now
being printed and will be available in January 1989.
The cost for AEEP members will be $20 if the copy is
purchased by January 34. If you are interested in
purchasing a copy by January 34, please send a
check for $24 (includes $4 for postage and handi-
ing) to:

Dr. William R. Knocke
Deparment of Civil Engineering
200 Patton Hall

Virginia Tech

Blacksburg, VA 24064

Please make your check payable to AEEP.






