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The annual AEEP Executive Commiftee meeting was
held in Washington, D.C. on 24-22 January 1990.
The first day was dedicated to a review of AEEP’s
business activities and initiatives, while the second
day consisted of visits with various agency adminis-
trators and congressional staffers. Although our de-
liberations were far reaching, | wish to share with you
information on AEEP’s activities in two important
areas: (1) research funding initiatives and (2) the
partnership initiative with our Latin  American
counterparts.

While meeting with various administrators of EPA’s
Office of Research and Development, our deleg-
ation was briefed on EPA’s research strategy for the
1990’s. We learned that EPA is targeting major re-
search growth initiatives in four core areas: (1) eco-
logical risk assessment, (2) human health risk
assessment, (3) risk reduction, and (4) exploratory
grants and academic research centers. EPA’s pres-
enf research annual budget in these four areas is
$115.7M which includes respective components of
$31M, 49.6M, 22.6M, and 12.5M. They are targeting
a five-year growth to $450.7M consisting of respec-
tive components of $225M, 97.4M, 68.3M, and 60M.
It is clear that EPA now views itself as a science
agency as well as a regulafory agency.

Although these research initiatives are very good
news, it is important that AEEP be exiremely proactive
in supporting EPA’s initiative, both with the OMB and
with Congress. Without such suppon, it is clear that
these initiatives may never come to full fruition. Ac-
cordingly, Past-President George Tchobanoglous,
Vice-President Bruce Rittmann, and | met with a
number of congressional staffers serving the com-
mittees that review EPA’s research missions and
budgets. As a result of these meetings, we are
scheduled to provide testimony before the House
subcommittee on Natural Resources, Agriculture Re-
search and Environment and the Senate Appropri-
ations Subcommittiee on VA, HUD, and Independent
Agencies. We also intend to provide testimony on
behalf of EPA’s budget request before the House
Appropriations Subcommittee on VA, HUD and Inde-

pendent Agencies and the Senate Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

While giving testimony before the key congressional
committees is an important element in gaining ap-
proval for EPA’s research funding initiatives, it is not
sufficient. We were advised that it is important aiso
to obtain grass roots support from local congres-
sional delegations. I'll be in contact with you at the
appropriate time to enlist your support in this regard.

Despite AEEP’s efforts in supportiing EPA’s research
initiatives, we suffer in two ways. That is, being a rel-
atively small organization, we have a comparatively
small voice since we do not have a large constituent
base. Further, because we are a volunteer organ-
ization, we are not able to be as proactive with OMB
and Congress as we might be, or should be. Con-
sequently, we are considering establishing a coali-
tion of the major professional organizations that deal
with environmental issues; i.e., establishing a Council
on Environmental Research. This would serve to give
us a much larger voice, and give us a much broader
base of talent and expertise that could be brought
to bear on the critical research direction and funding
issues of the day. The AEEP Board will discuss this
concept in greater detail at its meeting to be held in
Chicago on 6 May 1990. Should you have any
opinions in this regard, or have any advice you wish
to share, please contact me prior to that meeting.

One other issue we discussed with several EPA ad-
ministrators, was the issue of the critical environ-
mental engineering and science manpower
shortages that presently exist. We were advised to
meet with the EPA Administrator to present our views
on this issue. | intend to meet with Mr. William Reilly
in late March. I'll keep you apprised of the outcome
of that meeting.

Last August, a number of AEEP members attended
the first Pan American Meeting of Sanitary and Envi-
ronmental Engineering Professors. You should be
receiving a copy of the proceedings of this meeting
in the relatively near future. The second such meet-



ing is scheduled to be held in San Juan, Puerto Rico
on 8-9 Sepiember 1990. All interested parties are
invited. Should you have an interest, please contact
me so that | can keep you apprised of the arrange-
ment, timing, and organizational details.

Ricardo Jacguez (New Mexico State) has accepted
an invitation to chair AEEP’s Ad-Hoc Committee on
Latin American Initiatives. He is contacting various
individuals to serve on the committee with him.
Should you have an interest in serving on this com-
mittee, please contact him in the very near future,
The AEEP Board of Directors intends to formally ap-
point this committee at its 6 May meeting.

One of the initial activities of this committee is to co-
ordinate an inifiative to collect teaching materials

(e.g., textbooks, manuals, etc.), and distribute them
to our environmental engineering counterparts in
Latin America. You will be hearing more of this ac-
tivity in the near future.

The next AEEP luncheon meeting of members is
scheduled for 8 October 1990 in Washington, D.C.
Also, AEEP again will host a reception Iater the same
day. Please mark your calendars and plan to aftend
both of these events.

| wish you the best as you conclude the current ac-
ademic year.

Tom Keinath
President

AEEP NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Engineering Science and CH2M-Hill
Dissertation Awards

Entries are sought for the 1990 Outstanding Doctoral
Dissertation Awards, one sponsored by Engineering
Science, Inc., and the other sponsored by CH2M-Hill.
Two separate but equivalent awards will be given,
each consisting of a plaqgue and a cash prize of
$1000 for the student and a plagque and a cash prize
of $500 for the facully advisor.

Faculty advisors wishing to compete should send two
copies of the dissertation to:

Steve Randtke

Civil Engineering Dept.
Universily of Kansas
Lawrence, KS 66045

A simple lefter of transmittal stating the student’s
current address and indicating when the thesis was
completed should also be included. The copies will
not be returned, so xerographic copies
inexpensively bound are recommended.

The deadline for submission is June 45, 1990 for
dissertations completed during the 1989-1990 aco-
demic year. Faculty advisors are urged to limit
themselves to a single entry (which will be consid-
ered for each of the two awards); self nominations
by students will not be accepted.

Facully advisors should also be forewarned of the
customary procedure for selecting the judges. Ac-
cording to long-established tradition, the faculty ad-
visors of the winning dissertations serve as the judges
the following year. The winners of the 1989 awards
were:

@® Cheng-Fan Lin, "Adsorption of Metals and Dis-
solution of Ferinydrite in the Presence of
Polyphosphates,” under the supervision of Mark
Benjamin, University of Washington.

® Jacques Manem, ‘“Interactions Belween
Heterotrophic and Autotrophic Bacteria in
Fixed-Film Biological Processes Used in Drinking
Water Treatment,” under the supervision of Bruce
Rittmann, University of litinois.

Each thesis will be judged on the basis of 100 points
allocated as follows:

Scientific and Technological Validity of Re-
search — 25

Originality of Research — 25

Contribution to Advancement of Environmental
Engineering and Science — 40

Clarity of Presentation (Organization) — 10

The selections will be made by September 41, 1990
so that the winning students and facully advisors can
be invited to the AEEP luncheon at the WPCF meet-

ing.

Stephen Randtke
Chairman, AEEP Awards
Committee

AEEP Outstanding Paper Award

Nominations are sought for the 1990 AEEP 1989 Oui-
standing Paper Award for a paper that has
“withstood the test of time”. Nominators should send
a copy of the paper and a letter (2 pages maxi-
mum) to:

Steve Randtke

Civil Engineering Dept.
University of Kansas
Lawrence, KS 66045

The letter should give the full citation and the reasons
why the paper is a “landmark”, and explain how the
paper has influenced the practice of environmental
engineering. A nomination cannot be made by an






