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DEAR FRIENDS AND COLLEGUES:

As environmental engineers and scientists, we enjoy the
proverbial blessing of living in interesting times, with much
societal attention and many resources focused on the very
issues that our profession exists to address. We alsosuffertwo
maladies commonly associated with interesting times; Bill
Glaze identified them in his recent (Feb., 1995) ES&T
editorial: information overload and growing complexity.

In these interesting times, AEEP has a responsibility to
help our members and our profession to: 1) maximize the
benefits to society derived from the resources under our
control or influence; 2) find effective ways to manage an
exponentially increasing amount of information; and 3)
assess the ability of our organizational structures to function
effectively in more complex settings. To these ends, AEEP
and our committees and members have been engaging in
discussions and activities on many fronts, addressing scales
ranging from local to global.

AEEP’s GLoBAL ROLE

Our proper role in a global society, an issue raised in
Lawrence Wang’s letter to the editor (page 3) continues to be
actively discussed. Several years agothe Board, in consultation
with the AEEP Bylaws Committee, determined that AEEP
could best serve our members by focusing on environmental
education as conducted in North America, while continuing to
affiliate and cooperate with comparable associations in other
regions. Overseas travel, differences in educational systems,
and the existence of other organizations having similar interests
were among the complexities considered. The decision was
not unanimous.

By offering Affiliate Membership to professors located
outside North America, AEEP provides important
opportunities for global communication and cooperation;
and, through the activities of our members and our students,
AEEP globally impacts environmental engineering education
and practice. AEEP’s commitment to international cooperation
is also exemplified by our participation, through USANC, in
IAWQ; by our strong representation on TAWQ’s
Environmental Engineering Education (E?*) Specialist Group
(Tom Keinath, former AEEP President and current IAWQ
President, was instrumental in establishing this group, which
is co-chaired by former AEEP President Paul Bishop); and by
recentefforts to revitalize the AEEP Latin American Initiatives
Committee under the leadership of Bruce Thomson.

AEEP should continue to examine its global role, and
should be prepared to lead or assist in international efforts,

especially those offering our members increased opportunities
for service. It might be appropriate, at some point in time, for
AEEP to form, or participate in the creation of, a truly global
AEEP. There are some among us who believe this time has
already arrived.

OTHER BiG-PicTURE ISSUES

Other issues being addressed by AEEP and our committees
and members include: the adequacy, effectiveness, and
structure of the professional organizations representing our
field as it evolves and matures; the proper basis for
environmental regulations; support for student environmental
organizations; and effective use of the opportunities offered
through electronic communications.

In January, the Executive Committees of AAEE and
AEEP met to discuss the upcoming Conference on
Environmental Engineering Education and a range of other
issues, including ali of those mentioned above. We agreed to
appoint a task force to explore and recommend ways to
enhance cooperation to achieve shared goals. To facilitate
communication and promote cooperation between our two
organizations, AAEE offered to explore, with our assistance,
the possibility of providing copies of their magazine,
Environmental Engineer, to AEEP members who are not
members of AAEE and to student environmental organizations.

Debate continues regarding the definition of
environmental engineering, the need to create our own
founder society, and how best to include environmental
scientists in the professional societies representing our
highly interdisciplinary field. AAEE and other organizations
are also struggling with these issues. [f you have not yet done
so, be sure to read the editorials in the March issue of the
Journal of Environmental Engineering (ASCE), reflect on
them, and then decide:

* Do you agree with Aarne Vesilind that “environmental
engineers are a different breed, ... [that] environmental
engineeringis a calling, [and that] it is high time we formed a
professional organization that reflects that calling?”

* Do you agree with Henry Derr that, like the legal and
medical professions, we should create an organization that
limits access to the profession and increases the quality of our
membership?

* Do you agree with Paul Kuhn and many other members
of ASCE that “the argument for more splintering when more
interaction is cssential seems to be a cross purposes with
environmental engincers’ needs, ... [and that] the system docs
not seem to be broken?”

April 1995]




*  Ordoyouagree with Tom Theis that “there is at least one
other model, {in which] environmental awareness, in its
engineering or problem-solving sense, is incorporated in
various ways into the traditional engineering fields directly?”
I trust that therc will be ample opportunity to explore and
debate these and other important issues at the next Education
Conference.

Robert Marini, President of AAEE, recently invited us to
join AAEE and the other AAEE sponsors in encouraging the
U.S Congress to lay a new foundation for environmental
policy decisions. The foundation would be based on four
principles:

1) Rational environmental laws and regulations based on
prioritized risks, proven science, and measurable performance
standards are essential for ensuring ecologically sound
environmental quality, human health, and quality living
standards for all.

2) Market mechanisms that reward above-standard
performance, innovation, waste avoidance, and energy
conservation are critical for enabling compliance with
environmental laws and regulations.

3) Theneeds of all stakeholders must be effectively integrated
in developing consensus on regulatory limits and priorities.
These stakeholders include the regulated community, the
environment (as represented by its advocates), the
implementers, the regulators, and the public.

4) A portion of the nation’s financial resources must be
committed to the research, development, and demonstration
of the necessary science and engineering to undergird
environmental policy and toachieve the desired environmental
goals in the most cost-effective manner.

Please share your thoughtsregarding this proposed policy
with our Legislative Affairs Committee (chaired by Bill
Batchelor) and members of the Board. In doing so, you may
wish to consider Chuck Haas’ recent editorial (Water Envir.
Res., Jan./Feb., 1995) making the case for avoiding over-
reliance on risk assessment and cost effectiveness analysis.

You are also welcome to share your thoughts on the other
issues noted above, including AEEP’s global role, with your
Board members, with Chet Rock (our Newsletter editor and

AEEP NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

LAST CALL
FOR
AAEE NOMINATIONS!!!

AEEP has been notified that the Academy of
Environmental Engineers, in an effort to strengthen its
certification procedures, decided to eliminate certification
through nominations by sponsor organizations effective
December 31, 1995. During 1995, AEEP may nominate up to
five more individuals for AAEE certification. If you would
like to be nominated, please contact Greg Reed, AEEP’s
Liaison to AAEE.

co-Chair of the next Conference on Environmental Engineering
Education), and with our Long-Range Planning Committee
(chaired by Bruce Logan). It is important that we maintain an
active dialog. Although some may be frustrated by our slowness
in taking action, we will be well served in the long run if we build
consensus and make wise decisions.

CommITTEE HIGHLIGHTS

Jim Alleman has agreed to chair our 21st Century Highway
Committee, which will explore ways for AEEP to take advantage
of modern electronic communications. Possibilities include an
electronic newsletter, bulletin boards, use of e-mail to relay
important notices (with proper safeguards against “junk e-mail”),
an on-line Directory (perhaps with restricted access), and posting
of textbook reviews and course syllabi. I anticipate that this
committee will play akey role in helping us cope with “information
overload” and facilitating communications with our counterparts
around the globe. Iencourage those of you with talents in this area
to pitch in and help.

Robin Collins has agreed to chair our Register Update
Committee. The next edition of the AEEP Register of
Environmental Engineering Graduate Programs is tentatively
scheduled to appear in 1996. Please send Robin your ideas
regarding content and format. He is already exploring the
possibility of putting the Register on a CD-ROM disk or making
it available on-line.

Jim Mihelcic has agreed to chair a committee to establish,
promote, and assist student organizations broadly interested in
environmental engineering and science. The Board feels that this
1s a critical time for such action, and plans are being made to
formally create a student member grade in AEEP. Please send
Jim your comments and, most importantly, information about the
student environmental organizations active on your campus.

AEEP is a great organization, and there are many exciting
opportunities that lie before us. Get involved! If you have an
interest in the work of a particular committee, contact the chair to
offer your assistance. If you see a need we are not adequately
addressing, please give me acall. If you are already contributing
your time and effort, your continued support will be very much
appreciated.

BEST REGARDS,

STEPHEN RANDTKE

Request for Syllabl

Teaching in the environmental engineering field is
challenging, and many professors have responded by using
new and innovative approaches in the classroom. In order to
help professors at different institutions share their ideas on
innovative courses, AEEP has formed a Syllabus Committee
to help disseminate course outlines. If you are interested in
sharing your course outlines with others, please mail a hardcopy
and diskette containing the information (WordPerfect or ASCII
format) to: Bruce Logan, Dept. of Chem. and Env. Engg.,
Bldg. 72,Rm. 306, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 85721.
Course outlines will be compiled and handed out as a bound
packet at the next AEEP conference.







