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PRESIDENT'S LETTER

Dear Friends and Colleagues:

One year ago, Aarne Vesilind advised me: “It’s a very
short year. Step lively!” Ihave attempted to follow his very
excellent advice, but have missed a few steps here and there,
one of which resulted in my breaking the top vertebra in my
sacrum this summer (ouch!). Fortunately, due to the hard
work of our Board members, our committees, and Joanne
Fetzner, much has been and is being accomplished.

* Our new Business Office, including our new computerized
database, is operating smoothly; and the database is being
expanded to include genealogical information and a listing
of other professional societies to which each member
belongs.

e The planning of the next education conference, including a
preconference education workshop, is well underway.

» The groundwork is being laid for the next AEEP Register,
which may be expanded to include information regarding
undergraduate programs (send your thoughts to Robin
Collins or Jim Young).

e QOur communications network has been greatly expanded;
many e-mail addresses have been added to the Directory
and, our Electronic Highway committee is working to put
us fully “on line”.

* We have added two new Sustaining Members (Ann Arbor
Press and Black & Veatch). John Carollo Engineers has
agreed to sponsor our reception at the WEF Conference;
and Black & Veatch has agreed to sponsor the AEEP
Lecture at the AWWA Conference. Efforts are underway
to recruit additional Sustaining Members and sponsors for
additional AEEP functions.

As aresult of these and other efforts this past year, our
infrastructure has been significantly improved. We are better
organized and better able to communicate; we are growing in
size and strength; and we are working on many fronts to ensure
that these trends continue. Our new Business Office will help
future officers and Board members to reduce the amount of
time spent on internal administrative matters and to devote a
greater percentage of their time to tackling major issues. I
believe that we are well positioned to play a leading role in
addressing the issues confronting us.

A broad array of important issues faces our Association
and our profession. Some were identified in my last column
and some are noted in the guest editorial on page 14 by Roger

Dolan of AAEE. Many important issues will be on the agenda
at next year’s education conference, which I encourage all of
you to attend. Given their complexity and long-term
implications, most of these issues will not be quickly or easily
resolved. Itisimportant that we maintain an open dialog, both
within AEEP and with other interested parties, keeping in
mind that the ultimate goal is to chart a course that will best
serve the interests of society and the environment. Though our
organizationis relatively small, our contributions as educators
can and should be very great in proportion to our numbers.
With your continued help and support, AEEP can make a
difference!
Conferences, Workshops. & Receptions

One of this year’s important accomplishments was the
completion of a report by the Ad-Hoc Committee on
Workshops, Conferences, and Receptions, chaired by Bruce
Rittmann (see page 3 for a summary). In May, the Board met
with Bruce to review and discuss the report, which carefully
examined how our members felt about these events. In
response, the Board decided that AEEP should:

* Continue holding the education and research conferences,
which should be supported primarily through registration
fees, with efforts made to solicit external support to subsidize
Jjunior faculty members.

= Continue to hold a reception at the WEF Conference and
initiate receptions (or other functions, when receptions can
not be satisfactorily arranged) at other major environmental
engineering conferences, supporting them through sources
other than dues as much as possible. (Please contact me if
you are interested in initiating areception or another function
at a particular conference.)

= Focus our workshops primarily on providing practical
information on teaching, increase the rigor of the
presentations, and attempt to hold them immediately before
or after (rather than during) a major existing conference that
many of our members are likely to attend.

Following through on the third item, the Board further
decided to cancel the WEF Workshop this year and to add a
one-day teaching workshop to the Education Conference next
August. Aarne Vesilind agreed to head up the effort, with help
from Les Grady. JoAnn Silverstein, Jim Young, and Amit
Amirtharajah volunteered to organize a session on teaching a
senior design course.




The Board also decided to try a lecture format at the
AWWA Conference, since there are significant logistical
problems involved in hosting either a workshop or a reception
at this conference. Bob Hoehn was invited to deliver the
lecture, which we arranged to have scheduled immediately
following the opening session; and Black & Veatch agreed to
sponsor the lecture. One week before the lecture, notices were
mailed out to selected members using labels generated from
the expertise directory in our new database. Once the expansion
of the database is completed, we will be able to send a notice
to each AEEP member who is also a member of AWWA!
Similar mailings to other organizations will also be possible.

Bob’s lecture was a smashing success, with an enthusiastic
audience of about 150 people in attendance. We were very
pleased with the success of the lecture and hope others will be
encouraged to initiate similar events or receptions at other
conferences.

AEEP NEwS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Farewell

Thank you for your active and enthusiastic support of
AEEP. Although I must now bid you farewell as President, I
look forward to enjoying your thoughts and companionship
for many years to come.

Following my retirement as President, I plan to do what
most ex-presidents do, i.e, write a book. However, instead of
writing my memoirs, which would only be a small pamphlet
given the few megabytes of memory I still have remaining, I
plan to complete the first draft of an AEEP Officers and
Committee Handbook that will include such things as officers’
duties, committee charges, AEEP policies and procedures,
and other information. My hope is that this handbook will help
AEEP to “step lively”!

Best regards,
Steve Randtke

AEEP Annual Luncheon and
Meeting at 1995 WEFTEC

Conference
When: Monday, October 23,1995, Noon-2:00 p.m
Where:  LaPlayaBallroom, Holiday Inn Oceanside-

Convention Center, Miami, Florida
Program: Awards and Reports by AEEP Officers

Cost: $25.00

This is the traditional annual luncheon and meeting of the
AEEP membership. Because the luncheon is a sit-down affair,
reservations are required. Please register and pay for the
luncheon in advance, as it is time consuming to collect money
atthe door. Send yourreservation and check (payable to AEEP)
to Clifford Randall using the form provided on page 13.
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AEEP Interested in Hearing
About Student Groups!

Early this year, the AEEP Board appointed a “Student
Organizations Committee”. This new committee was appointed
in response to the Board’s growing interest in establishing,
promoting, or assisting student organizations interested in
environmental engineering and science. The committee currently
consists of James Mihelcic (Michigan Technological University);
Allen Davis (University of Maryland); and, John Little (Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State University).

AEEP is aware there are many active “umbrella” student
organizations. Most of these groups appear to be independent.
Thatis, they are unaffiliated with a national student or professional
organization (e.g., WEF, AWWA). These groups typically have
goals such as promoting student membership in professional

societies; networking with potential employers; organizing

seminars and field trips on environmental engineering and
science; participating in student competitions; and, addressing
career development issues. The purpose of the Student
Organizations Committee is to determine a way to provide some
cohesion to such groups, ultimately benefitting members both
academically and professionally.
The Student Organization Committee is very interested in
receiving your comments on this issue. Some questions we
immediately need answered include:
a)Does your university currently have an environmental
engineering (or science) student group? If so, can you provide
the name/address/email of the faculty advisor? Is the group
composed of primarily undergraduate and/or graduate
students? How large is the group? Is the group affiliated with
any national organization (e.g., WEF, AWWA)?

b)Do you feel a new formal national group is required? If so,
should the group be a formal dues-paying organization or
should the organization act as a loose federation serving as a
communications link between the various independent groups?

c)What role should established professional and technical
societies (AAEE, AWMA,APHA,ASCE,AWWA SWANA,
WEF) serve in establishing this broad based environmental
engineering and science group?

d) Do you have any general comments on the role of AEEP and
student groups?

Individuals interested in serving on the Student Organization
Committee should contact the committee chair, James Mihelcic
(phone: 906-487-2324, fax: 906-487-3292, email:
JM41@MTU.EDU). Responses to the above questions or any
other feedback you have should be sent to James Mihelcic, Allen

continued...




Davis (AD36@UMAIL.UMD.EDU), or John Little
(JCL@VT.EDU). The committee would appreciate your
comments within the next two weeks.
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Call for AEEP Volunteers...

The National Pollution Prevention Center for Higher
Education (NPPC) is interested in developing university-level
course materials for environmental engineering students and
faculty. The U.S. EPA created the NPPC in 1991 to collect,
develop, and disseminate educational materials on pollution
prevention and represents a collaborative effort between business
and industry, government, non-profit organizations, and
academia. Already the Center has developed six Pollution
Prevention Compendia in the areas of Accounting, Business
Law, Chemical Engineering, Environmental Studies, Industral
Ecology, and Industrial Engineering and Operations Research.

The Center is looking for AEEP members willing to help
prepare acompendium in environmental engineering that would
be presented at the 1996 Education and Practice Conference. If
you are interested in actively participating, please contact
Jonathan Bulkley, Center Director, NPPC, Dana Building, 430
E. University, Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1115. His telephone
number is 313-764-1412, fax number is 313-936-2195, and e-
mailis nppc @umich.edu. The Centeralso has aworld-wide web
home page at http://www.snre.umich.edu/nppc
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COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS
IMPROVEMENTS TO AEEP EVENTS

An ad hoc committee advised the Board of Directors that
AEEP should modify the format for its workshops. The Board,
at its May meeting, adopted the committee’s major
recommendation that AEEP present a single one-day workshop
oriented towards educational ideas and teaching methods. The
committee also recommended that receptions gradually be
expanded, while the conference format remain similar to what is
done now.

In 1994, the Board appointed Bruce Rittmann as chair of an
ad hoc committee to study workshops, receptions, and
conferences. Rittmann assembled a broad-based committee of
AEEP members: Kimberly Gray, Susan Larson, Bruce Logan,
Richard Luthy, Sam McClintock, and Ken Williamson. The
committee evaluated the value and approaches of each type of
activity and used this information to develop a set of
recommendations that were documented in a written report
(Report and Recommendations on AEEP Workshops,
Receptions, and Conferences) and presented to the Board at its
May meeting in Chicago.

The committee conducted its work in three phases. First, it
mailed a survey to 65 AEEP members selected to cover the
organization’s diversity. The survey, which has an outstanding
82% response rate, solicited opinions about the goals, value, and
priority of workshops, receptions, and conferences. Second, the
committee evaluated all statistical and verbal responses to the
survey. Third, the committee combined the survey response

with its own insights to create its consensus report and
recommendations.

Some of the most important results from the survey are:
Many AEEP members have attended zero or only one of the
events, but those who have attended the events value them
higher than do those who have not attended. Workshops are
highly valued for information transfer and networking, but
members strongly desire that the workshops be more rigorous
and oriented towards information on educational ideas and
teaching methods. Receptions are viewed as cost-effective
vehicles for networking, creating community within AEEP, and
membership recruiting. Members like the stand-alone style and
the 3-year interval for AEEP conferences, but they would like to
see more emphasis on teaching ideas and methods.

The committee’s recommendations are: AEEP should
present a single one-day workshop each year. That workshop
should be oriented primarily toward educational ideas and
teaching methods and is best held the day before a major
conference. The Education Committee’s duties must be expanded
and more clearly defined in order to achieve this goal. [The
Board agreed to this recommendation and has scheduled the first
teaching workshop to coincide with the 1996 AEEP/AAEE
Conference in Orono, Maine.] AEEP receptions should be
maintained at the WEF conference and gradually expanded to
other major conferences. The Board may need to appoint a
person or small committee to manage receptions consistently
and toraise funds. The current conference format is appropriate,
but the Board should consider how to offer a greater emphasis on
teaching without sacrificing the unique planning nature of
conferences. Effortstominimize costs tomembers and, therefore
maximize attendance, will become more important.

The full report can be obtained by contacting the AEEP
Secretariat.
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Ricardo Jacquez, AEEP Member, has been selected
as the 1994 top college professor in the nation by Hispanic
Engineering Magazine, and received his award in Houston at the
Hispanic Engineer Achievement Awards Conference. Jacquez
has served on the faculty at New Mexico State University since
1981, and is director of both the Waste-Management Education
& Research Consortium and the New Mexico Alliance for
Minority Participation. Jacquez is a previous recipient of the
Charles A. Linbergh Fund grant and the Society of Hispanic
Professional Engineers' Jaime Oaxaca Award.

Dr.Makram T. Suidan of the University of Cincinnati,
hasaccepted the invitation to serve as the AEEP Distinguished
Lecturer for 1996. Dr. Suidan has agreed to prepare three
lectures entitled: a) Adsorption, Polymerization, and
Fragmentation Reactions on Activated Carbon - Influence of
Dissolved Oxygen; b) Development of Granular Bed Biofilter
for the Treatment of Gas-Phase Pollutants, and; ¢) Development
of the Anaerobic GAC Expanded-Bed Bioreactor for the
Treatment of Refractory and Inhibitory Wastes. The lecture tour
will be arranged during the spring semester of 1996 at a projected
number of 10 to 12 locations. =







