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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Dear Friends and Colleagues:

I am pleased to have been elected to the position of
president of AEEP for the 1996-97 academic year and look
forward to exciting discussions and activities affecting the
academic profession. There are a number of exciting events
facing AEEP this year. Many are continuations of activities
initiated in previous years, but a number of new items require
our attention and action. Specific areas of interest and concern
include the following:

1. Accreditation

We are facing new procedures and criteria for
accreditation as described in review form in the recently
published booklet entitled “Engineering Criteria 2000” and
published by the Engineering Accrediting Commission of The
Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology. These
proposed criteria currently are under review and some pilot
testing has been conducted. While only limited feedback is
available at this time, the reviews seem to be generally
favorable and the first pilot cases were well received by both the
schools being reviewed and the reviewers. However, we no
doubt can expect some changes and fine tuning over the next
year or two. A major aspect of the new criteria is that the
procedure is “outcome” based. This means that each program
must develop specific objectives and establish related
procedures for assessing whether the program meets the
objectives. I expect that these new criteria will open doors of
opportunity for those schools who have or are contemplating
accredited programs in environmental engineering at the basic
and advanced levels.

2. Professional Engineering Exams

A new Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) exam -
commonly known as the EIT exam - was introduced in 1996
and a new Professional Engineering exam procedure is to be
introduced some time in the next two to three years. While
AEEP members are not too involved in the structure and
implementation of these exams, they will become important
milestones in the professional lives of most of our students.
Initial reviews have been mixed on the format of these exams
and changes can be expected as the procedures are fine-tuned.

3. 1996 Educational Conference

The 1996 Educational Conference is now history, but the
spin-off may affect us for some time. We all owe Chet Rock of

AEEP and Joe Lagnese of AAEE a round of applause for their
roles in organizing the conference and selecting the speakers.
The setting in Orono, Maine was especially pleasant with good
weather and excellent food. One of my goals is for AEEP to
glean as much meaning from this conference as possible to
maximize the benefits to AEEP.

4. Joint Efforts with the Academy of Environmental
Engineers

During 1995-96, the Executive Committee of AEEP
began meeting with the Board of AAEE to identify common
areas of interest and concern. Much of the dialog to date has
been related to issues of professional registration and specialty
certification. These are particularly important areas of interest
to AEEP because of the number of faculty in environmental
engineering programs who do not meet the criteria for
professional registration and membership in AAEE, We
currently are exploring ways to allow closer association of non-
engineering faculty with professional practice issues. Your
comments and suggestions are welcome and can be forwarded
to me or to any member of the AEEP executive committee,

We are continuing to work with AAEE to develop
mechanisms for creating student associations in environmental
engineering. While no definitive methods have been
formulated, we have received a number of suggestions and have
heard a number of encouraging case studies. One challenge
will be to find environmental engineering faculty to serve as
faculty advisors to these student organizations. Comments or
suggestions should be sent to James Mihelcic at Michigan
Technological University.

5. Ongoing Activities

A number of activities that were initiated in previous
years continue to deserve attention. Kurt Patterson and his
Electronic Communication and Education Committee continue
to develop a means to facilitate communication and
collaboration among the members of AEEP. We now have an
AEEP home page (http://bigmac.civil.mtu.edu/aeep.html) that
can be accessed for information of interest to AEEP members.
We can look forward to expansion of and improvements in this
service as time and resources permit.

Glen Daigger has agreed to chair the AEEP Sustaining
Membership Committee. We can look forward to Glen’s
reactivating the program of sustaining members who are




important links between AEEP members and engineering firms
and industries. Sustaining members also sponsor our annual
reception and provide support for the outstanding teaching and
thesis awards programs. Special thanks go to John Carollo
Engineers who sponsored our Meet-and-Greet reception in
Dallas and to CH2M-Hill and Montgomery Watson for
sponsoring the 1996 thesis awards. Personally, I feel the
awards selection and presentation is one of the most important
activities at our annual meetings in October. We should
support Glen in his efforts to enlist additional sustaining
members, and any suggestions for contacts should be forwarded
to Glen.

Makram Suidan and the AEEP Distinguished Lecturer
Committee for 1997 have arranged for Dr. William A.
Pretorius, of the University of Pretoria, South Africa, to serve
as the 1997 AEEP Distinguished Lecturer. A number of
schools have requested his presence and schedules are being
formulated at this time. Schools are encouraged to cooperate in
these lectures to provide maximum exposure of our students
and faculty to Dr. Pretorius’ expertise.

Again, I am honored to be able to serve as President of
AEEP in 1996-97. I look forward to an exciting year and to
your participation in the activities of the organization. Best
wishes for the upcoming new year.

Jim Young
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AEEP NEws AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Newly Elected AEEP Officers and
Directors

James C. Young, President
University of Arkansas
Bruce E. Logan, Vice President
University of Arizona
Jerry Schnoor, Secretary
University of Iowa
David Dzombak, Director, 1996-99
Carnegie Mellon University
Kimberly Gray, Director, 1996-99
Northwestern University
Jerry Schnoor, Director, 1996-99
University of Iowa

David Dzombak, Kimberly A. Gray, and Jerry
Schnoor were elected to the AEEP Board of Directors for
three-year terms which began at the AEEP Board meeting on
October 6, 1996, at the WEFTEC Conference in Dallas, Texas,
and continue through 1999. Congratulations to each of them.

Jerry Schnoor serves as the Foundation Distinguished
Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering at the
University of Iowa. He is the author of more than 100 scientific
and professional articles, the editor of three books, and the
author of the new text, Environmental Modeling (John Wiley

and Sons). Jerry is an Associate Editor of Environmental
Science and Technology and the Co-Director of the Center for
Global and Regional Environmental Research at Iowa. As a
professor at Iowa for 20 years, he has been advisor to 40 M.S,
students and 23 Ph.D. students, while teaching the basic
freshman engineering course, Introduction to Engineering, and
advanced graduate courses in Groundwater Contamination and
Environmental Modeling. He is interested in quality education,
has served as the Chair of his Department for five years as well
as on many teaching committees at the University of Iowa,
Water Environment Federation, and the American Academy of
Environmental Engineers, and is the winner of numerous
awards for research and education.

David Dzombak is an Associate Professor in the Civil
and Environmental Engineering Department at Carnegie
Mellon University, where he teaches and conducts research in
water and soil quality. He has been at Carnegiec Mellon since
1989. From 1986-1989, he was with P.C. Rizzo Associates in
Pittsburgh, primarily working on site remediation projects.
Dzombak holds BS, MS (Carnegie Mellon) and Ph.D. (MIT)
degrees in Civil-Environmental Engineering, and is a licensed
Professional Engineer. He has served on the AEEP Dues
Review, Syllabus, and Electronic Highway Committecs. He is
active in the Water Environment Federation where he is Chair
of the Groundwater Committee and a member of the Awards
Committee. Dzombak is also on the Editorial Board of Water






