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In this issue... President’s Letter

AEEP News and Dear Friends and Colleagues:
Announcements........... 3
When this organization was founded thirty-four years ago, as the American Association of Profes-
Organizations of sors in Sanitary Engineering (AAPSE), the world was a much bigger place. Perhaps that is why the
O T 8 Founders restricted our membership to Professors in North America. Advances in communications by
fax, overnight mail, e-mail, and the internet, however, have transformed the planet, making it seem much
Employment smaller today. We can expect further advances such as teleconferencing to continue this trend. As the
Opportunities............... 9 world has gotten smaller, the Environmental Engineering (EnvE) market has increased in scope and size.
Pollution issues have grown from simple point-source pollution of rivers to include global pollution mod-
Publications. ................ 13 eling. We now live in a global economy, and the construction of water and wastewater treatment facilities
overseas and in the third world is now one of the fastest growing markets for consulting engineers.
Book Reviews. ............. 13 Thus, it seems time to open membership in AEEP to the global community and to accept that we
are teaching students who will participate in a global community, who will need to address pollution con-
Conferences/Calls cerns in a variety of legal, social and economic contexts. At the AEEP Board meeting in October 1997,
for Papers.................. 14 it was recommended that we begin discussions within the organization to change the membership bylaws
to open our member rank to those outside North America. It is now possible by e-mail to conduct most
Application................... 19 of our business without concern for whether someone is in Africa, Peru, or just down the hall. By way of

this letter and through messages carried over e-mail and internet postings, I would like to initiate discus-
sion on this topic of membership so that we may vote on this issue for a bylaw amendment sometime in
summer 1998.

1 998 If you have logged onto our internet site (www.aeep,org), you know that the internet has trans-
formed the way that AEEP conducts business and disseminates information. Undergraduates interested
AEEP in a graduate degree can link to the web pages for most of our programs from the AEEP web site. Many
students near graduation indicate that they log on nearly daily to view job postings. A few professors
dueS have begun to provide downloadable programs and course information and I hope that this type of activ-
Notices regarding ity will increase in the future. This site, created by Kurt Paterson at Michigan Tech, provides the ideal

vehicle for the dissemination of Environmental Engineering education materials. In the future, much of

current annual what AEEP does will be facilitated by this web site and e-mail.

dues have been Almost all of us have an e-mail address. If you don’t have one, 1 encourage you to get one soon.
sent to all AEEP AEEP is moving away from costly mailings. However, only about one-third of our members have re-
members. quested to be on our current electronic mailing list and those not on the e-mail list may not receive some

announcements. If you have not requested to have your e-mail address added to the AEEP electronic
mailing list, please e-mail Kurt (paterson@mtu.edu). In the near future, you will be contacted by regular
post and asked whether you would prefer e-mail or regular mail announcements.

Dues remain the
same as last year

(see form on page There are other changes being pondered by the Board that all AEEP members should discuss. Over
19) and payment the years we have seen our role as engineers change, and this change has been reflected in the name of
should be made by our‘organiza'lion.' Following shifts in soc'ietal concerns and our professignal actiyities that moyed from
January 15. sanitary engineering topics to larger, environmental concerns, the American Sanitary Engineering Inter-

society Board (ASEIB) changed its name in 1966 and voted to form the American Academy of Environ-
mental Engineers (AAEE). Subsequently, other organizations such as ASCE and ours followed suit and
in 1972, AAPSE became AEEP. Within our own organization we have had increasing participation by
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scientists, fueling the debates about the role AEEP should play in scientific endeavors. The truth is,
many AEEP members who received their B.S. degrees in scientific fields now teach and do research
in EnvE. Scientific research has grown to become an important component of our programs, and
many of us have collaborative projects with scientists. It has been recommended by the Long Range
Planning Committee that we change our name to reflect the scientific component of our research and
teaching endeavors, and I concur. The suggested name change is to simply include the S-word, or to
rename the organization the Association of Environmental Engineering and Science Professors
(AEESP). I look forward to discussions on this topic, and I hope that we might consider this change
along with our membership change this year.

We have had many new members over the past few years, and I am not sure that they have a
good sense for the way AEEP conducts its activities. The real action in AEEP occurs through com-
mittees. If we need something done, we appoint a committee chairperson and a committee to do it.
Thus, we have committees to plan our Research and Education Conferences, to assist student organi-
zations, to publish the Graduate Register, and so forth. These are listed in the AEEP Directory, al-
though the most current list is available on our internet site. I'd like to see the day when everyone in
the organization serves on some committee at some time within a three-year period. That might mean
more committees, but it would also mean that we could accomplish more as an organization. I en-
courage you to volunteer to participate on an existing committee or to form and direct a new one.
One personal effort that I began nearly a year ago was to look at how the EnvE profession might in-
crease our visibility in organizations such as NSF, DOE, EPA, and NIEHS, in order to gain additional
funding for EnvE research. Often we hear about environmental science research, but engineering is
often neglected in broad agency announcements. I am pleased to report that in January 1998 I will co-
chair with Charlie O'Melia an NSF-funded workshop, “Environmental Engineering Frontiers”. The
purpose of this meeting will be to construct a national research agenda on EnvE topics. This work-
shop will be composed of ten members of the National Academy of Engineers (NAE) who are active
in the EnvE area and five members of AEEP. It is hoped that such an agenda will help researchers in
our organization focus on critically important environmental topics and increase participation by engi-
neers in science-driven research. My personal hope is that as an EnvE community, we can find big
projects to cooperate on in the same way that scientists and engineers work together in other areas.
Examples of other big projects are the Hubble telescope and the project to sequence the human
genome.

Aarne Vesilind remarked to me that the year you spend as the President of AEEP is just about
over as soon as it begins. I have outlined an ambitious agenda for this next year but I hope that the
year will not go too fast for all of us to take the time to consider the changes I have described. I hope
that we will all take the time to decide how best to fulfill our emerging role as a global environmental
engineering and science profession.

—Bruce Logan, Penn State University
blogan@psu.edu

Submission of Professional Society information to the AEEP

Newsletter and the AEEP WWW site Newsletter

Dr. Roger Ely is the editor of our AEEP Dr. Kurtis Paterson, a new AEEP Board member, is
Newsletter. Roger requests that submissions chair of the AEEP Electronic Communication and
of news items be made electronically, either Education Committee and developer and maintainer

by e-mail or on a disk, so that they do not of our very popular www site (http://www.aeep.org).
have to be retyped. However, he adds that if News notes for posting on the www site can be sent to
electronic submission is not possible, he'll Kurt for posting, preferably by e-mail. Kurt's contact

take information anyway that you can get it  information is as follows:
to him. Roger's contact information is as

follows: Dr. Kurtis G. Paterson
Dr. Roger L. Ely Michigan Technological University
University of Idaho Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering

Department of Civil Engineering 1400 Townsend Drive
Moscow, ID 83844-1022 Houghton, M1 49931-1295
e-mail: ely@uidaho.edu e-mail: paterson@mtu.edu

phone: 208-885-2980 phone: 906-487-3495

fax: 208-885-6608 fax: 906-487-3292
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